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Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) : 

Centre responsible for ensuring the efficient 

organisation of search and rescue services and 

coordinating search and rescue operations in a 

Search and Rescue Region (SRR). 

 

Maritime Rescue Sub-Centre (MRSC) : 

Centre subordinate to a Maritimes Rescue 

Coordination Centre and complementary to the 

latter in accordance with the specific provisions of 

the responsible authorities. 

Definitions 

Coordination with the Air Rescue Coordination Centres is encouraged. If possible, physically combine the 

two into a Joint Air/Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (Joint RCC). 
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Cooperation and installation 

 The Parties establish, individually or in cooperation 

with other States, rescue coordination centres for 

their search and rescue services and such rescue sub-

centres as they deem appropriate. 

 

 Coordination with the Air Rescue Coordination 

Centres is encouraged. If possible, physically 

combine the two into a Joint Air/Maritime Rescue 

Coordination Centre (Joint RCC). 

 

 The MRCC may work alongside other maritime 

operational centres (traffic surveillance, fisheries 

surveillance, navigational information broadcasting) or 

even use the same personnel. 

 

 Premises and facilities should be ideally designed in 

such a way that they easily used to cope with major 

events. 
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Creation of MRCCs and MRSCs 

 An RCC must demonstrate essential capabilities before being 

recognised as being in charge of an SRR and listed in the 

IMO SAR Global Plan. 

 The essential capabilities required and the desirable 

capabilities are formalised in the IAMSAR Vol. II manual. 
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Essential capabilities required from a MRCC 

 24-hours availability 

 Trained persons 

 Persons with a working knowledge of English 

 Charts applying to the SRR 

 Means of plotting 

 Ability to receive distress alerts 

 Ability to communicate immediately with : 

 - Air traffic control centres and RCCs 

 - Direction-finding stations, Coast radio stations 

 Rapid and reliable communications with : 

 - parent agencies of SRUs 

 - adjacent RCCs 

 - designated meteorological services 

 - employed SRUs 

 - postes d’alertes 

 Plans d’opérations 

 Ability to coordinate medical assistance 
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Desirable capabilities of an MRCC 

 Wall chart depicting the 

SRR, SRSs and 

neighbouring SRRs, SAR 

resources 

 Computer resources 

 Databases 

 Vessel tracking information 

(AIS, LRIT, VMS)  

MRCC Dublin (Ireland) 
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Operations 

Distress 

situation 

Ship at sea 

MRCC 

SAR resources 

Informant 
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Operations 

Each SAR operation is conducted under the direction and 

supervision of an SMC, who leads a watch team. 

 

Action in 4 stages: Gathering information / Developing an 

action plan / Activating appropriate resources / 

Coordinating the response 

 

When two or more SAR units are deployed, it is sometimes 

an advantage to designate one person to coordinate the 

activities of all the units participating in the operation. In this 

case, the SMC appoints an on-scene coordinator (OSC). 

 

If aircrafts are involved, flight safety and operational efficiency 

is ensured by the Aircraft Coordinator (ACO). 
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SAR resources used by MRCCs (ref. IAMSAR Manual Volume 1 Appendix C) 

Aircrafts Vessels Land resources  
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Means of communication 

GMDSS resources are listed in the Nautical publications and the Masterplan included in GISIS. Equipment 

varies from centre to centre 
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MRCCs personnel training 

 Watchkeepers should normally receive formal SAR training and be 

fully qualified in SAR incident analysis, search planning and SAR 

operations management. 

 

 IAMSAR lists the knowledge to be acquired by personnel in terms of 

organisation, procedures, administration and information. 

 

 For SMCs, the knowledge required is considerable 

 

 The IMO has published two Model Courses about MRCC/MRSC 

personnel: 

- Model course 3.13 - SAR Administration (IAMSAR Manual Volume I) 

- Model course 3.14 –de SAR Mission Coordinator (IAMSAR Manual 

Volume II)  

 

 The problem of setting up training courses (hence the importance of 

international cooperation) 
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20-hour online course set up by EMSA for future CMSs 
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Illustration of the evolution of an MRCC's facilities – MRCC FALMOUTH (UK) 

1996 2014 
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HM Coastguard National Maritime Operations Centre Fareham, Hampshire 

 Coordinates the activities of 10 

MRCCs or MRSCs 

 

 Staff 100 people 

 

 35 control desks in teams with 3 

command posts and 1 general 

command post 

 

 10 additional control desks  can be 

activated in the event of a major 

event 

 

 

+ training rooms (simulator) 
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Description of Rescue Coordination Centres  

Thanks for you attention 

TITANIC : 2500 pax + 890 crew members 

OASIS OF THE SEAS : 6 296 pax + 2 165 crew members 

 

ICON OF THE SEAS : 7 600 pax + 2 365 crew members 


