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How are MARS and the maritime publications 

kept up-to-date?



Accurate up-to-date notifications from Administrations 

Essential for maritime community:

- Safety of life at sea

- Crew onboard ships 

- Search and rescue authorities 

- Port authorities etc.



Who can notify information the ITU?

Only Administrations of ITU Member States

with jurisdiction over the stations or, entities officially 

designated by Administrations can make a notification



In view of the importance of this information, particularly regarding safety

• Administrations shall immediately notify the BR of changes in the 

operational information in List IV (Coast stations) and List V (Ship stations)

• For ship data published in List V and MARS, administrations shall 

communicate changes at least once a month

Administration notification (RR 20.16)



Ship stations

Coast stations

Search and Rescue aircraft

AIS Aids to Navigation

Accounting Authorities Information

Notifying Administration information

Types of information notified by Administrations



Ship owner/operator 

applies to their 

Administration for a 

ship station license

Administration issues 

license (RR Article 18) 

Administration issues 

unique vessel identifiers 

i.e. call sign and MMSI

(RR Article 19)  

(Rec ITU-R M.585)

Administration notifies 

ITU of ship station 

particulars for 

recording in MARS and 

publication in List V 

Overview of Ship Station Licensing and Notification

https://www.itu.int/rec/R-REC-M.585/en


Ship Station License Requirements

Includes the ship station licence 

prescribed by Article 18 (Licences)

Appendix 16 specifies documents to be carried on board



3. Valid information accepted into ITU maritime database

2. Data received is validated

If a notification contains errors, ITU reverts to the Administration 

for clarification and to provide assistance

1.  Data notified by Administrations to ITU

(Txt/Excel file, or Word/PDF notification forms)

General Notification Process:



Ship Stations Notifications

Notifications can be made using 

individual Word or PDF form 

documents

Notifications can be made by

electronic submission (txt file)

Recommended!



Document notification form in MS Word Description of fields

Ship station notifications document form

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/terrestrial/mars/Documents/Ship%20Station%20Notification%20form-original.pdf
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/terrestrial/mars/Documents/Explanation%20of%20the%20fields%20to%20be%20notified%20for%20ship%20stations.pdf


See “How to notify” link for each type of station:

• Coast Stations

• Ship Stations

• Search and Rescue (SAR) Aircraft Stations

• AIS Aids to Navigation (AtoN)

Guide on the notification processes available on MARS



Notification for List V

Extract Coast and Ship Stations

Notification tutorial videos are available online to assist Administrations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOPLs2lfNrk&list=PLpoIPNlF8P2M2tgZUL1AUl74VWeZtqX-5&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8qzQ9hzZdo&list=PLpoIPNlF8P2M2tgZUL1AUl74VWeZtqX-5&index=12


Provides ship and shore-based information that facilitates 
communications for global commercial shipping operations

Importance of the Maritime Information Notified by Administrations



Thank you!

ITU – Radiocommunication Bureau

Questions to: brmail@itu.int

mailto:brmail@itu.int
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