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List IV
List of Coast Stations and 
Special Service Stations

Maritime Manual 
Manual for use by the Maritime Mobile
and Maritime Mobile‐Satellite Services

Three Publications issued by ITU as per Article 20 of the Radio Regulations

List V
List of Ship Stations and Maritime 
Mobile Service Identity Assignments



Contains important information for mariners in relation to radiocommunications, 
including the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS): 

• Rescue Coordination Centres (RCC), Search and Rescue (SAR) agencies
• Frequencies for transmitting and receiving
• Geographical coordinates
• Medical advice services 
• Navigational and meteorological warnings
• Maritime Safety Information (MSI)
• Port stations, pilot stations, coast Earth stations, Vessel Traffic Service stations

Published every 2 years



Contains important ship station identity and operational information

Ship stations can be searched by:
• Ship name
• Call sign
• MMSI
• EPIRB Hex Id code
• IMO number etc.

Published every year



The Maritime Manual contains 2 volumes:

Volume 1 provides descriptive text of the organization and operation 
of the GMDSS and other maritime operational procedures

Volume 2 contains the extracts of the regulatory texts associated with 
maritime operations

Published after World Radio Conferences, based on the outcomes



Publications shall be provided to all ship stations for which GMDSS installation is 
required (Appendix 16 to the Radio Regulations)

Ship stations may be subject to inspection in 
foreign ports (Article 49 of the RR)



What is the Maritime mobile Access 
and Retrieval System (MARS)?



MARS: Free online system for searching ITU’s maritime database
Updated daily based on information notified by Administrations

MARS is important for safety of life at sea 
in search and rescue situations 



From the ITU Homepage click the
“Radiocommunication” tab 

Use the Terrestrial dropdown-
menu to select MARS

Access MARS directly @ www.itu.int/itu-r/go/mars
or via the ITU Homepage

http://www.itu.int/itu-r/go/mars
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx


MARS contains details of 
notifying Administrations

Comprehensive maritime 
radiocommunications references 
and information



MARS > 900,000 Ship Stations



MARS > 2,350 Coast Stations
Includes Rescue Coordination Centres



MARS > 100 Search and Rescue Aircraft



MARS > 2,500 Aids to Navigation (AtoNs)



MARS ~ 600 Accounting Authorities 
Identification Codes (AAICs)



Availability of accurate ship and coast station information is essential 

Provides ship and shore-based information that 
facilitates communications for the entire maritime 
community and facilitates global commercial shipping



Retrieval of MARS Information

Notification for List V

Notification for List IV

Extract Coast and Ship Stations

Tutorial videos are available online to assist Administrations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXa1q_3e-LM&list=PLpoIPNlF8P2M2tgZUL1AUl74VWeZtqX-5&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOPLs2lfNrk&list=PLpoIPNlF8P2M2tgZUL1AUl74VWeZtqX-5&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWQsM4YJVac&list=PLpoIPNlF8P2M2tgZUL1AUl74VWeZtqX-5&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8qzQ9hzZdo&list=PLpoIPNlF8P2M2tgZUL1AUl74VWeZtqX-5&index=12


Thank you!

ITU – Radiocommunication Bureau

Questions to: brmail@itu.int

mailto:brmail@itu.int
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